Health care fraud: a primer on the schemes and the tools to fight health care fraud.
As the national debate over health care reform moves forward, one issue with which policy makers must grapple is the percentage of health care dollars lost to fraud and abuse. The General Accounting Office estimates that as much as ten percent of total health care dollars are lost to the inappropriate, and in some cases criminal, practices of health care providers. This article discusses the characteristics of the health care industry that make it particularly susceptible to abuse and then reviews the efforts by the Office of Inspector General, Department of Health and Human Services, to deter and punish those who defraud the federal health care programs.